
Come Walk Awhile in Our Shoes:
A Journey of Ordinary – & Some  

Not-So-Ordinary – Canadians,

1945-1999

Post-1945 Dynamic Situations
(Part 2: 1968-1999)



Ottawa, May 1945

… 101 

diverse, 

intriguing, 

& engaging

1945-99

dynamic 

situations !

Luzhniki Ice Palace, Moscow,  Game #8, Sept. 28, 1972. 



1968 Dynamic Situation: the “Just Society,” 

“Trudeaumania,” & “deux nations” federal 

election of 25th June …



1968 Dynamic Situation: ‘giving voice’ via a letter to the 

federal Royal Commission on the Status of Women …



1968 Dynamic Situation: René Lévesque, ‘sovereignty-

association,’ & the founding of the Parti Québécois …



1969 Dynamic Situation: 

working on-tour 

with the Canadian 

rock band from Winnipeg, 

The Guess Who ...



1969 Dynamic Situation: confronting racist Canadian 

society from an Indigenous perspective …

First  Nations author & 

activist, Harold Cardinal



1970 Dynamic Situation: home-grown 

terrorism & the “October Crisis” …



1970 Dynamic Situation: responding to the report, 

& recommendations of the federal Royal 

Commission on the Status of Women …



1971 Dynamic Situation: a ‘teach-in’ on the 

Americanization of Canada, & formation of 

the Committee for an Independent Canada …



1972 Dynamic Situation: the post-1967 immigration 

“point system,” & a changing Canadian social fabric …



Luzhniki Ice Palace, Moscow,  Game #8, Sept. 28, 1972. 

1972 Dynamic Situation: hockey as a dimension of the 

Cold War: the Canada/USSR Hockey Summit Series … 



1973 Dynamic Situation: Canada’s new policy of 

“multiculturalism within a bilingual framework” … 



1974 Dynamic Situation: Canadian UN “peacekeepers” die 

when plane brought down by a Syrian-launched missile …   



1974 Dynamic Situation: impact of “industrial diseases” 

in the workplace, & long-term public health …



1975 Dynamic Situation: during the 1970s, 

government-sponsored lotteries are made 

legal, & are actively marketed …



1976 Dynamic Situation: industrial pollution, Minamata 

disease, & the impact on the Grassy Narrows Reserve …



1976 Dynamic Situation: Canadian 

churches question business investments 

in apartheid/racist South Africa …



1976 Dynamic Situation: trade, & the official opening of 

Bethune Memorial House, Gravenhurst, ON, …



1977 Dynamic Situation: Indigenous rights, & the 

Mackenzie Valley Pipeline/Berger Inquiry Report …



1977 Dynamic Situation: the causes, consequences 

of Quebec’s controversial/divisive, Bill #101 …



1978 Dynamic Situation: infant 

formula in ‘Third World’ 

countries & the Nestlé boycott …



1979 Dynamic Situation: 

international crises during 

late1960s/1970s, & ‘waves’ 

of refugees …



1979 Dynamic Situation:  economic/social dislocation 

of the 1970s  generates political unrest/turmoil …



1979 Dynamic Situation:  

some relationships do not 

survive the stresses/

dislocations of the 1970s 

– & the growing issue of 

female single-parent 

families in poverty … 



1979-80 Dynamic Situation:  the fall of Joe Clark’s 

minority government, the 1980 federal election, 

& the ‘second coming’ of Pierre Trudeau …



1980 Dynamic Situation:  the divisive Quebec 

sovereignty referendum, 20th May … 



1980 Dynamic Situation:  witnessing  

Terry Fox’s “Marathon of Hope” … 



1981 Dynamic Situation: the reasons for, & the fallout 

from the Trudeau government’s controversial & 

divisive National Energy Policy (NEP) … 



1981 Dynamic Situation: 

a multicultural community 

responds to the hatred, 

divisiveness of the Klan … 



1982 Dynamic Situation: the Ocean 

Ranger disaster in the Hibernia oil 

field off the coast of Newfoundland …



Dresden, Germany, February 1945: 

impact of ‘conventional’ weapons.

1982 Dynamic Situation: WWII veterans 

form ‘Veterans Against Nuclear Arms’



1983 Dynamic Situation: 

economic recession of early 

1980s, & ‘food banks’ 

arrive in Canada …



1983 Dynamic Situation: testing the 

Cruise missile over Canadian territory, 

& the “Refuse the Cruise” campaign … 



1984 Dynamic Situation: some relationships 

do not survive the stresses  of the early 

1980s economic recession – growth of 

female single-parent families in poverty … 



1985 Dynamic Situation: Assembly of First Nations 

elect a ‘seasoned activist,’ George Erasmus, as its 

National Chief (& future co-chair of the Royal Commission on 

Aboriginal Peoples in 1991) … 



1985 Dynamic Situation: an horrific 

act of terror against Air India , 

Flight #182, 21st June … 



1986 Dynamic Situation: increasing multiracial/cultural/ 

religious relationships, & marriage in Canadian society …



1987 Dynamic Situation: 

‘protest’ in the West -

founding convention of 

the Reform Party of 

Canada elects Preston 

Manning as its leader … 



1988 Dynamic Situation: Svend 

Robinson, NDP MP, (1979-2004), 

& gay rights becomes a public 

& political issue … 



1988 Dynamic Situation: the “Free Trade” 

& the “West Wants In” federal election …



1989 Dynamic Situation: some 

families reap the benefits of 

the new technologies & 

“boom times” of the late 

1980s - & move into the 

ranks of the nouveau riche …



1989 Dynamic Situation: 

international crises 

during late 1970s/1980s, 

& ‘waves’ of refugees…



1989 Dynamic Situation: the horrific, tragic event 

at École Polytechnique in Montreal, 6th December …



1990 Dynamic Situation: Elijah Harper, & the 

“death of the Meech Lake Accord,”  23rd June …



1990 Dynamic Situation: golf courses, claimed Indigenous 

territory, & the “Oka crisis,” summer 1990 …



1991 Dynamic Situation: post-Meech - the 

founding convention of the Bloc Québécois 

elects Lucien Bouchard as its leader …



1992 Dynamic Situation: the Westray 

coal mine disaster, Stellarton, NS …



1992 Dynamic Situation: Referendum on 

the Charlottetown  Accord, 26th October …



1993 Dynamic Situation: relationships do not survive 

the stresses  of the severe economic recession, early 

1990s – the issue of mental health & child poverty …

Statistics Canada reports that 30% of couples married in 1969 had divorced by 1993 .

“Poor children in Ontario are twice as likely to 

suffer from psychiatric disorders, failing grades 

and hyper-activity than their more affluent 

counterparts.” (Canadian Medical Association 

Journal  study, August 1994)



1994 Dynamic Situation: the debate over the introduction 

of government-approved video lottery terminals (VTRs) … 



1995 Dynamic Situation: historic Indigenous grievances, the 

“Ipperwash crisis” of September 1995, & Dudley George …



1995 Dynamic Situation: the divisive 

& razor-sharp Quebec Referendum 

of 30th October … 



1996 Dynamic Situation: the Saguenay Lac-Saint-

Jean Flood, 19-20th July, & the national response …  



1998 Dynamic Situation: 

the 1990s – an “awesome” 

decade of economic 

recession, “McJobs,” 

an emerging new economy, 

& a “jobless recovery” … 



1999 Dynamic Situation: genocide, 

international crises during the 

1990s, & ‘waves’ of refugees … 




